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I—~Foruien Potrrics. 


‘Tre Mitavarta (ohare) of the ey December learns that some Sikhs 
Noe oy, ave secured employment under the Russi 

ee Government, and that this the British Badtenesent 

cannot bear to Bee, and remarks that while the latter Government would not 

give the Indians sufficient pay for the work they do for it, it would not tolerate 
their earning a little more elsewhere. | 

9. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta } of the 26th December learns that the 

The Kabul Mission. Amir would make the following demands of the 

British Mission, namely, (1) the appointment of an 

Afghan Ambassador at London, (2) increase of his allowance and freedom 

to form political relations with other Puwers, and remarks that the Mission has 

- to deal with a tough statesman, 


IIl.— Homi ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)— Police, 


8. A correspondent writing to the Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 
iinet i tok s tentganesc% _— + op oe to the presence 
Fick-pockets af the Dankura of 9 jJaroe number of pick-pockets at the Bankura 

ee and Viaboune mileay sullen and also in the 
trains to and from those stations. Provided with sharp cutting instruments 
they travel with the passengers and are also found to mix with them in the 
waiting-rooms at the stations. The local railway police make no attempt to 
detect the culprits or to send information to the higher officers. 

4. The Samay [Calcutta } zl the 23rd eo er writes :— | 

An increase of the tefas (three cardg) form 

— of gambling hss become ats ctlosdite in 

Calcutta, specially in College Street and Machooa Bazar Road. A number of 
goondas assemble every morning in these streets to engage in the play. 
Ignorant mufassal men who may happen to pass by at the moment are attracted 
to the spot by the crowd they see. The goondas induce the new-comers to 


join in the play, and take advantage of their ignorance to cheat them systema- 


tically. Sometimes they even forcibly snatch away any valuables which they 
may find on the persons of their victims. Twoor three gangs of gamblers 
have been regularly meeting for some time past in College Street. It is time 
the Commissioner of Police interfered. 

5. The Mitavarta [Calcatta} of the 25th December notices the dissatis- 

A ease against the Calcutt, 22°t#10n among the Marwaris caused by the deten- 
aaliin, _— tion for post mortem examination of the corpse of 
the late Babu Premsukh Das who died of the 
injuries inflicted by the shaft of a bullock-cart which suddenly, came across his 
carriage in which he was driving on the Chitpur Road road near Beadon 
Square. The corpse was detained for about 15 hours. Some say it was all 
the mischievous doing of the police. If the police deals with such respectable 
men in this manner, what must be the fate of ordinary people? It 1s hoped 
the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Bignell, will have his eye on such cases. 

6. Referring to the Baruipur assault case, the Hinds Bangavasi [Calcutta] 
of the 26th December says that some pleaders 
and respectable Government servants were witnesses 
of the assault who, it is hoped, will be examined at the enquiry instituted by 
the Government, as their evidence will reveal the real truth. 

7. Referring to the question of police reform, the Nihar [Contai] of the 
27th December expresses the opinion that any 
scheme of police reform, to be real, must be 
preceded by a solution of the question of the supply, by the police, of 
rashad to superior officers out on tour. It is pointed out that under the present 
system, when a District Magistrate or District Superintendent of Police is 
out on tour, the local Inapector of Police is charged with the duty of making 
the arrangements for his reception. He ‘has to see that the supply of the 
necessary rashad is complete to the minutest details. In most cases no 
payment for the things supplied is received by the Inspector. It may be that 
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the money is actually paid out by the officers concerned to their servants, but 
is misappropriated by the latter to their own use. At any rate the Inspector 
usually gets nothing wherewith to pay for the goods he had purchased from 
shop-keepers! So what can he do but evade ig Fy oad altogether? In addition 
to this burden, Inspectors of Police further labour under the disadvantage 
of not receiving any travelling allowance on a scale similar to that which 
applies in the cases of officers of other departments. It is difficulties like these 
which operate to prevent really honest men from accepting service in the 
police, 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Pratikar [Berhampur] of the 23rd December says that at present 
there are at Berhampur, besides the District 
_Number of executive and judi- Magistrate and the Joint Magistrate, six Deputy 
en Magistrates and nine Honorary Magistrates. Thus 
there are too many executive officers in the district town in Murshidabad. 
But Government is strangely indifferent to the appointment of a larger number 
of Munsifs to cope with the heavy work they have todo, The Munsifs’ ama 
are also overworked. The attention of Government is drawn to the matter. 
9, Referring to the memorial submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor 
by some 20- or 25 respectable mén of Buxar 
Bat, Honorary Magistrate of against Honorary Magistrate Haji Sheikh Muham- 
uxar. ; . 
mad Yasin and the support he has received from 
the District Magistrate of Shahabad, the Hitavaria [Calcutta] of the 25th 
December observes that the Magistrate who has given a good certificate to 
the Honorary Magistrate had not the courage to meet the arguments of the 
memorialists. He did not feel shame in calling a man respectable of whom 
he knew nothing. ‘The paper hopes that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
will look carefully into this case, as indifference to removing the vagaries 
of the Judicial Department will lead people to doubt the sincerity of the love 
of justice in the Englishman. 
10. Referring to Mr. Rolt’s case, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
28th December writes: — 
Our readers need not be reminded of the 
numerous acts of oppression which the unholy combination of judicial 
and executive functions in one officer often gives rise to, The separation of 
those two functions has long been advocated both in the columns of this paper 
and in the resolutions of the Congress year after year. But for some reason 
the Government has hitherto turned a deaf ear to our representations. It is 
true that some time ago Lord Curzon publicly announced that the question 
was receiving his attention, but that wus the last we heard of it. Nothing 
further appears to have been done. The present case of Mr. Rolt has been 
useful in bringing home to the penelielet European community the terrible 
_ evils of the present system. They have now obtained an insight into things 
formerly hidden from their gaze, and the experience has only raised them to 
a high pitch of anger and discontent, They fully realise now that a man 
who happens toincur the displeasure of the all-powerful Magistrate of the 


district is indeed doomed, no matter though the colour of his skin be 
irreproachably white. | 


Mr. Rolt’s case. 


(d)-- Education. 


ABYAYABTA, ll. Hearing that the Government wishes to teach the wild people of the 

Deo. 17th, 1904. ee | ,, Khasia hills in Assam the rearing of bees to produce 

tribsr of the Khewetae? “'4 honey in a scientific way, the Aryavarta [Ranchi] 

_ of the 17th December is afraid lest these savages, 

after having received scientific education, be tempted to seek for Government 

employment and thus set the Government to devise measures to check 

their aspirations. | | | . 

Buapwaw Sanstvamy, 12. Itisnot a fact, writes the Burdwan Sanjivant [Burdwan} of the 
Deo. 2th, 1904, 


20th December, that it was at the instance of His 


Honour the Lieutenant-Governor that the you 
Maharaja of Burdwan proposed to levy fees in his free college. His denoes 


ae The Burdwan Rsj College. 
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merely Suggested that those who had sufficient means should pay fees. The 
Maharaja was already thinking over the question, and as his views happened 
to coincide with those of His Honour, he decided to levy fees. His Hontis 
therefore had no hand in the matter. 

It is most likely that deserving students, who are poor, wil] be allowed 
free studentships in the College. The money received from fees will no 
doubt be devoted to the improvement of the College. There are now too 
many boys in the College classes, and it is known that many of them who have 
no hope of profiting by their studies are reading in the College simply because 
they are allowed to do so free of cost, The levying of fees will remove these 
worthless students and will thus help to effect a much-needed refarm of the 
institution. It is not to be supposed that the present Maharaja will ever do 
auything calculated to harm the institution which is a noble monument of his 
worthy ancestors. It thus appears that the much-abused proposal of levying 
fees will after all introduce a salutary reform without in any way doing injury 
to the College. 


13. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
21st December writes :— 

The recently published Government Resolu- 
| tion on the Report on Public Instruction in Bengal, 
opens with the following paragraph :— , 


‘“ Among various measures of improvement carried out during the year under review, 
the following deserve special mention on account of their far-reaching importance :— 


(1) The opening of training -classes for Hindu and Musalman widows and 
school-masters’ wives, so as to enable them to become teachers in girls’ 
encom. - . . 

(2) The extension of the system of appointing zenana teachers for women and girl. 
of respectable family and position who by the cystom of the country do not 
appear in public.” 


Report on Public Instxuction 
in Bengal for 1903-04. 


Undoubtedly these two items of reform are very serious ones from the 
point of view of the members of the Hindu and Musalman communities. 
Nobody will need to be impressed with the seriousness of the situation when he 
is told that it will be the Christian female teachers of the Zenana missions 
who will have to be employed as teachers. Who can estimate the amount of 
mischief which has already been done by these Zenana missions? Who can 
estimate the number of homes that they have broken up, wives that they have 
separated from their husbands, and children that they have deprived of the care 
of their mothers? From time to time incidents of a painful nature in which 
the leading part was taken by these Zenana missions, come to public notice. 
We are afiaid that in adopting this new scheme, Government will entangle 
itself in fresh similar trouble. 


13. The Sanjivani | Calcutta] of the 22nd December writes :— 

e are credibly informed that many B.L. 
| | examinees are personally calling on the different 
examiners in order to irfluence them in their favour. Is not such conduct 
disgraceful in an educated young man holding a degree? Furtlier, it is 
difficult to understand what inducement these young men can have to pay such 
calls unless they have found by actual experience that such efforts at influenc- 
ing the examiners are attended with some measure of success, or at least with 
some chance of success. Do F.A. or B.A. examinees dare to approach their 
examiners with such motives? The methods of studying and teaching the 
B.L. course are not quite free from reproach. Is the B.L. examination also 
going to be similarly placed under suspicion? We hope that the parties 
concerned will take the hint and that we shall have no further occasion to 
recur to this unpleasant topic. 


15. In the course of an article headed “ University reform indeed,” the 
meee same paper criticises in the following terms the 
cn ew Syndicate of the Cal- recent election of members to the new Syndicate 
niversity. . \ 
of the Calcutta University :— 


It is no exaggeration to call Mr. Russell a mere lad. Mr. Arden-Wood 
is Principal of a college where there are no F.A. or B.A. classes. _ It 16 doubtful 
if the institution, of which he is the head, can boast even of an Entrance class. 


The B.L examination. 
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Yet it is men like these who are the members of the new Syndicate. As to 
the election of the Rev. Mr. Wheeler, there is a strange story behind it. It » 
as follows :—Some time ago, this reverend gentlemun by dint of a good deal 
of canvassing got together a body of men to form a “ Teachers’ Association,” 
Mr. Wheeler himself is Secretary to this body, Mr. Arden-Wood is President, 
while its most active members form the majority of the Professors of the 
Presidency College And the intrigues of this Association were reaponsible 
for the defeat of some well-qualified independent candidates who were 
proposed for election by the Faculties of Art and Science. Ata meoting 
of this Teachers’ Association held a few days previous to the election, 
Mr. Arden-Wood moved that the Association should suggest certain names 
for election to the new Syndicate and that all members of the Association 
should bind themselves to support the candidature of its nowinees. Certain 
independent members of the Association did indeed protest that they could 
not agree to vote for the Asaociation’s nominees, without being told who 
those nominees were to be. But their protest passed unheeded. The 
meeting then resolved to support the candidature of Mr. Russell, the 
Rev. Mr. Wann and the Rev. Mr. Wheeler from the Faculty of Arts and that 
of Mr. Arden-Wood and Mr. Wheeler from the Faculty of Science. It thus 
came about that at the actual election, though Mr. H. M. Percival, 
Mr, N. N. Ghose and Mr, Justice Mukerjee were proposed as candidates, they 
were defeated through the intrigues of this “ ‘Teachers’ Association,” Similar 
influences were responsible for the defeat of the Rev. Father Lafont and 
Dr. J. C. Bose as candidates for election by the Faculty of Science, 

The analysis of the constitution of the new Syndicate shows that it is 
composed of seven Europeans, one Eurasian and only two Bengalis. There is 
not even one Musalman member on it. Is this then to be called a purged 
and improved University ? 

16. The Hitavadi | Calcutta? of the 2rd December writes :— 

The new Syndicate of the reconstitited Univer- 
sity of Calcutta has just been elected. In the new 

Syndicate, as in the new Senate, an overwhelming 
preponderance of the European element is noticeable, This is the immediate 

esult of Lord Curzon’s pet Universities Act. The summit of perfection is now 
attained. Henceforth natives will no longer have any Voice in the counsels of 
the University: it is to be an all-undisputed sway for our white-skinned masters. 
Probably Lord Curzon will on the occasion of the forthcoming Convocation 
make a speech which will make the farthest end of the world ring with the 
praises of the newly-constituted University. 


The new Syndicate of the 
Calcutta University. 


(¢)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


17. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
21st December writes: — 

We are already receiving reports of water- 
scarcity from several places in the mufassal, although six months must elapse 
before the rainy season will commence. It is now barely three or four months 
since the last rains have ceased, and already piteous cries of distress are coming 
from various quarters. Unless means of relief are adopted early, one can easily 
realise the pass to which things will come in the course of the forthcoming hot 
season. If is only want of pure water which accounts for the prevalence of 
‘holera and numerous other fatal diseases in the mufassal. The question 
evidently requires more urgent attention from our beneficent Government 
than has hitherto been paid to it. 

‘18. A correspondent of the elton [Calcutta] of the 23rd Deon 
Cholera in Ch in Tipper,, 2ePOrts the prevalence of an epidemic of cholera at 
ee Getere Te Tis, in te able Of Conia 

district of Tippera. Government is solicited to depute a special medical officer 
for affording relief. 

19. A correspondent 2 tay healt [Calcutta] of the 23rd eager 7 

The publi i i, @Faws attention to ¢he alarming condition of the 

daa ee ©) ee Magura division of the 


ee district of Jessore. It is pointed out that the vital 
statistics of the past two years show an annual failing off in the population of 


The question of water-searcity. 
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the subdivision by two thousand heads. During the current year, taking the 
weekly returns, itappears that the number of births and deaths is, respectively, 90 
and 300. The mortality has run up suddenly in the course of the last two or 
three months. Corpses are so numerous that they cannot always be cremated 
and have therefore to be got rid of by being floated on the nearest stream. It 
sometimes happens in the case of single families, that a dozen deaths have 
occurred in the course of a day or two. There is quite a panic among the local 
population. The cause of this extensive unhealthiness may be traced to the 
P fiation of the local water-supply and to the growth of jungles. 
20. The same paper writes as A cme in reference to the recent contro- 
al vers ut the success or failure of the present 
The Glenn Owes Municipality of Calcutta :— . 

Personally, we did not expect any useful results to follow, when the 
‘Special Committee” was appointed to report on the alleged irregularities of 
the Municipality, to which attention was first called by Babu Nalin Bihar 
Sarkar. For we know the utility of criticism as also of countercriticism. ) 
saw the working of the old Municipality as we see the working of the new 
Municipality, and we suffered bitterly from municipal neglect. then as we suffer 
bitterly now. We do not see much to praise either in the old régime or in the 
new. The rate-payers are overtaxed and yet they have never got any adequate 
return for their money, either in the present or in the past. That certain 
improvements have been made may be admitted. But the carrying out of these 
was rendered inevitable in order to keep pace with thetimes, But the improve- 
ments, such as they are, have come only after long delay, So, where can any 
question of praise for anybody come in? 

Atarecent meeting of the Corporation, the lately published Goverment 
Resolution on the working of the Municipality was laid on the table for discus- 
sion. Strong exception was taken by some of the Commissioners to that part 
of the Resolution where itis statedthat ‘the Special Committee were as a body 
frankly hostile to the whole system of administration introduced by the present 
Calcutta Municipal Act.” It may be pointed out that one of the members of 
this Committee (Mr. Bertram} was from the beginning a strong opponent 
of the old system. He was therefore ready to welcome the new Act and 
give it a fair trial. But experience of its actual working soon converted 
him to the view that the present Act was not calculated to facilitate 
the successful working of the municipal machinery. The Chairman and 
his subordinates remain in possession of the widest powers, while the 
general body of Commissioners is retained simply to keep up a puppet show 
of authority. There is an elective system, but the elected representatives do 
not possess any real power of control. The Commissioners are empowered by 
the law to assemble for discussion, but they have no authority to see that 
their decisions are carried out by the executive. The effect therefore is that 
these meetings end in a useless waste of words. When the Commissioners 
cannot iuterfere with the acts of the executive, what practical good can 
accrue from a mere right to discuss? Such a system isa mero travesty of 
self-government, 

_ Consider the successive stages of the present controversy. The Commis- 
sioners, dissatisfied with the eccing of the executive, delegated their power of 
making inquiry to a selected number among themselves to be called the ‘ Special 
Committee.” This Committee made a sifting inquiry and pointed out an innun- 
merable tale of irregularities. The @ommissioners asa body accepted this 
report of their Committee as correct. Even the Chairman, the head of the 
executive and his supporters could not but admit the truth of some of the 
allegations. To the outside public, the Calcutta Municipality thus appeared to 
be proclaiming its own unfitness and inefficiency, But Government protested 
that the Municipality was not an inefficient body, and that it had carried out a 
good many improvements. Is not this a funny sight ? 

Our present Lieutenant-Governor makes it a grievance against the native 
Press that it is in the habit of attributing motives to Government in order te, 
discredit it in the estimation of ‘the public. But His Honour has not hesiteed 
to commit an exactly similar offence in the present case. What possible 
interest can the Commissioners, who formed the Special Committee, have in 
bringing the new Municipality into disrepute? It has been alleged that the 
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Special Committee has disregarded the many successful 
of the present Municipality. But itis forgotten that 


age in the working 
y the terms of their 


resolution goog: them, they were bound to call attention only to the 


defects, and not to the merits. And, further, the works of improvement which 
the Municipality have really carried out do not stand in much need of being 
advertised. For they relate to the streets, the lamps, the water-supply 
and the like, and as such, are already sufficiently rominent, It is the defects © 
which require to be brought to light, and the real friend is he who points out 
defects. ‘The Special Committee therefore has a claim to be regarded as a 
real friend of the wegen pe yt Why, then, should it have come in for such 
insinuations from the head of the Government ? 

As the Special Committee gave prominence to one side of the case, the 
Lieutenant-Governor as 4 sort of set-off, as it were, felt bound to give equal 
prominence to the other side, without any regard to the real merits of the 
question at issue. : i | 

We shall conclude by noticing the serious charge which has been brought 
against Mr. C. G. H. Allen by Mr. Bertram. The allegation is that Mr. 
Allen employed Mr. Gainsford, the Secretary to the Corporation, in privately 
canvassing for votes among certain Commissioners against the adoption of the 
Special Committee’s report by the Corporation. ‘The fact that Mr. Allen is at 
the present moment out of India on leave ought not to be allowed to be used as 
a reason to let the question drop. The Lieutenant-Governor should explain to 
the public if this act of Mr. Allen’s was regular. We havea great regard for 
Mr. Allen for his numerous virtues, but none the less, illegal acts of his should 
be taken prompt notice of. 

21. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 24th December writes as follows in 
regard to the Maniknagar Ghat Road contro- 
versy :— | 
: 4 the present case thousands of Hindus appealed | 
to Government in ea tones to show a and stay itshand. This con- 
troversy is not altogether anew one. For during the administration of the 
late Sir John Woodburn, the Bhadreswar Municipality once proposed doing 
the same thing which is now proposed to be done. 

But at that time it was Government interference which saved the situation. 
These are all admitted facts. Yet at the present moment it is Government 
again, and a Government of which a religiouseminded man like Sir Andrew 
Fraser is the head, which sides with the mill-owners, and is determined to 
close the road to the loca] public, and thereby hurt the religious suscepti- 
hilities of hundreds of Hindus. To what can this change of attitude on the 
at of Government be attributed except to the bad luck of the subject-people ? 

ut is there not time even yet to draw back? Will His Honour resolutely 
turn a deaf ear to the pitiful appeals of hundreds of his subjects ? 


The question of the Manikna- 
gar Ghat Road. 


(fj\— Questions affecting the land. 


22. The Charu Mihir Lsyecnegh) of the 20th December writes as 
is iat wai ollows regarding the circumstances attending the 
. assumption of the management of the Bhawal 

, estate by the Court of Wards:— 

The estate was taken over from the Rani before she had been given an 
opportunity of defending herself against the charges which had been brought 
against her. The action of Government is really amazing. The charges 
against the Rani were very grave, but was that any reason why she should not 
have been heard in defence? Are we to understand that a person in actual 
enjoyment of a property is to be deprived of his lawful right of possession, 
simply on the strength of a secret report from a Commissioner, without his 
being allowed to even defend himself? All the allegations which have been made 
against the Rani may be true, but the fact that they have been made behind 
her back is sufficient to discredit them in the eyes of all impartial men. The 
motive of Government in taking over the Bhawal estate may have been nothin 


but good, but the attendant circumstances have been such as can never comman 
the approval of the outside public. 
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93. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca } of the 26th December publishes the 40ca Gaserrs, 


following in English :— | 

ester peme Ita that the affairs of the Bhawal estate 
were engaging the earnest attention of our ma bap Government so far back as 
July last. What i¢ was that roused the parental solicitations of the Hoozvors 
does not appear. from the statement except some vague assertions which, as the 
stand, are far from convincing. After this, we do not wonder that the Board 
of Revenue did not agree to take up immediately the management of the estate 
in their hands in that stage. | 

Uncorroborated testimony is of no value, weknow. Perhaps, hence was 
the hesitation of the Board to take charge of the estate, though it was fully 
satisfied on the evidence adduced as to the advisability of doing so. That 
much-needed corroboration came at last, and the party who volunteered to do it 
was - other than the eldest Kumar himself, one of the proprietors of the 
estate 

They found there was a screw wanting somewhere, and in September last 
Kumar Ranendra Narayan Roy, the eldest son of the late Raja, supplied 
that missing link of the chain by submitting a petition to the Government to 
be declared a disqualified proprietor under section 6(a) of the Court of Wards 
Act. We need hardly say, the petition did not omit to cite several instances 
of gross mismanagement of the estate on the part of the Ram. If the Kumar 
be really unfit to manage his estate, his testimony of the aileged mismanage- 
ment of the estate should not have been swallowed by the Government without 
a grain of salt. 

By the bye, was. the Kumar a fit person to donate more than a lakh of 
rupees for a Curzon Hall at Dacca! Taking the Kumar at his word, the 
Governmeut should refuse to accept that vast sum belonging to the minors. 
Will Sir Andrew Fraser condescend to look into this matter and restore the 
sum to its minor owners ? : 

We wish they had published both the petition of the Kumar and the 
evidences adduced by the fad authorities in proof of the alleged mismana 
ment of the estate and the oppressive and extortionate proceedings of the Rani. 
In that case, the public all see if there was any family likeness between the 
sets of evidences adduced in support of the action taken by the Government 
with reference to the estate which was threatened with utter ruin, as alleged. 

The position of the Kumar must be considered as most unenviable. He 
must have his own reasons for submitting such a memorial, but what we contend 
_ is, that the Kumar’s memorial alone was not sufficient to justify the Government 
in disturbing the arrangement made by the late Raja who, it must be conceded, 
was the best person to know what form of management would be most conducive 
to the good of his vast estate. oe 

Sufficient time had not yet elapsed to form an opinion as to the success 
or failure of the management of the estate by the Rani. She had come into 

ossession of the estate only lately. Some sort of mismanagement was simply 
inevitable under the circumstances. Even the Court of Wards will take some 
time to grasp all the details of management. Then why this hurry? , 
Government should not have allowed itself to be led astray by such one-sided 
representations. A simple warning would have been enough to set matters 
right; but instead of doing that they went the length of taking immediately 
the direct charge of the estate. The Board of Revenue to which the case was 
referred and with which rests the power of final decision should have hesitated 
twice before recommending such an extreme step; but, as fate would have it, 
the senior Member of the Board, a Civilian of long standing with varied experi- 
ence, intensified the evil by accepting the proposal of the local ‘authorities. 
The estate has thus passed under the Court of Wards. 

The manner in which the local authorities carried out the behest of the 
Board of Revenue was, as we are told, other than what it should have been. 
It is useless now to rake up the past. The Rani is staying in the metropolis 
with the object of taking some steps to undo the evil done to the estate. We 
are informed from a reliable source that a representation is going to be made 
to the Board of Revenne for a revision of the order and with wal of its 
former decision. We hope wiser counsels will now prevail with the Board, 
and the Rani will get back the management of the estate which she held as a 
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trust property. In case the Board declines to alter its decree, we earnestly 
pray His Honour, whose administration is characterised by poy and modera- 
ation, will step in to mitigate the evil by reinstating the Rani in her former 
position. | ) : 


 (9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


24. The Burdwan Sanjwani Nsseate ng of the 20th December complains 
that although the greater part of the incomes of 
————e. a aay P*- the Railway Companies’ in India is derived from 
s asatass third and intermediate class passengers, yet: the 
latter have to suffer the greatest inconveniences. Their miseries commence 
from the time they go to purchase tickets. The floors of waiting-rooms are 
covered with gravel and there are no benches to sit upon. The railway autho- 
rities do not look upon native passengers as respectable people. To them 
Brahmins, Kayasthas, coolies, Hadis and Bagdisare all the same. The inter- 
mediate class carriages are closely packed. But at-every station there are nice 
waiting-rooms for first and second class passengers with punkha arrangements 
for the hot season. Lord Curzon lately paid much attention to this subject 
and issued orders to the railway authorities for improving the accommodation 
for native passengers. But these orders have not been carried out. His Excel- 
lency has now returned to India, and if he can remove the inconveniences of 
native passengers before he leaves this country, Indians of all classes will 
heartily bless him. : 
25. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Preya-c-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
[Calcutta] of the 21st December writes:— — 

There are about 16,000 bighas of coal land in 
 the’villages of Bhubanbandhi, Gopalnagar, Salina, 
Bankulia, Banskuri, Bhara, Kalikapur, Jamunakanali, Bhulin, Chinchurkanali, 
Anbikanagar, Hanumanchak, Gopalpur, and Hamirpur in the district of 
Bankura. Before the opening of their Bankura line by the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway authorities the coal from the pits in the villages of Kalikapur, Jamuna- 
kanali, Hamirpur, Bakulia, and Bankakuri used to be transported by means 
of bullock-carts to various parts of the Bankura and Midnapore districts. At 
present, however, the only pits which are still being worked are those in the 
villages of Kalikapur and Jamunakanali. The pits in the other villages have 
ceased working. Cheap transit would, however, still make it profitable to 
reopen some of the pits now closed as also to open some altogether new ones in 
this locality. It isto be hoped therefore that a light railway will be opened 
from Murulia station on the Bankura line to Hamirpur near Mejia village, a 
total distance of some sixteen miles. : | | 

26, The Daily Mitavad gag ead of ” 25th i 3 a attention 

) Baigy. $9 the increasing frequency of accidents to human 
get gy ny Indian Rail life near the Baidyabati Ration on the East Indian 
way- ° Railway. The last case occurred on the 23rd 
December last, when a female was run over by a passing goods train, and wounded 
so severely that her life is despaired of. It is pointed out that this repetition of 
accidents is due to the fact that the railway line from Serampur to Baidyabati 
pew through very populous villages where the crossing and re-crossing of the 

ine by pedestrians must necessarily be of frequent occurrence. The railway 
authorities do not take adequate precautions for protecting the life of the public. 

There is a path across the line just on the south of the down platform at 
the Baidyabati station which is much used by the public. Either a jamadar 
should be stationed here to warn the public of approaching trains, or the path 
should be closed altogether. Some years ago, accidents used to be frequent 
near the Bally ‘hal, but they are now avoided by the adoption of stricter rules 
regarding the crossing of the line by the public. It is to be hoped therefore 
that the authorities will give a trial to similar rules in the case of Baidyabati also. 

27. The Howrah ae: Sarg igre. of the 24th December complains that 

+, p., though it has repeatedly drawn attention to the 
wa ree Light Baile any inconveniences with which passengers on the 


se Howrah-Amta Light Railway have to put up, the 
authorities of that line do not seem to take uny notice. These inconveniences 


A — new light railway 
in Bankura. 
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may be summarised as below:—(1) The absence of second-class accommodation, 


(2) the forcible and unlawful entrance of third-class passengers into interme- 


diate-class compartments, (3) the absence of properly protected waiting accom- 
modation for passengers at the Telkulghat station, (4) the pen-ahinrvania in 
practice of the.system of selling tickets for different classes at separate book- 
ing stalls, (5) the prevalence of a rate of fares much in excess of that obtaining 
on other railway lines. | 

28. The same paper complains that the crops in certain villages within 
the Amta chowki in the Ulubaria subdivision of 
Howrah have suffered great damage for some years 
past, owing to the gradual choking up of the local drainage channel. This 
channel was the small shal extending from Panpur to Janjalichak. ‘The local 
cultivators are being compelled by want to leave their ancestral villages. A 
sum of about Rs. 10,000 would be necessary to carry out the work in connec- 
tion with the clearing up of the channel. : 

29. A correspondent of the Datly Hitavadt [Calcutta] of the 28th December 
_ draws attention to the inconvenience caused by 
the present Jocation of the Barha station on the 
route of the River Steam Navigation Company’s Goalundo to Gauhati service. 
It is pointed out that by the existing arrangement the steamers have to touch 
at a point about a mile d:stant from the station. And this intervening distance 
is at one place intersected by a fairly large stream which it requires a ferr 
boat to cross. It is suggested that all this inconvenience wight be got over if 
the steamers were made to touch at Atpara village, a place two miles distant 
from the site of the present station. 


A. case of obstructed drainage. — 


A steamer complaint. 


(h)— General, 


30.. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 19th December has the following 
from a correspondent in its English columns :— 

As it appears, His Excellency is determined to 
divide Bengal proper into two different provinces 
against the earnest prayers of its inhabitants, although His Excellency might 
reduce the burden of the Licutenant-Governor by various other means suggested 
by His Excellency’s memorialists and newspaper editors. So it is, in my 
humble opinion, almost useless to memorialise the Secretary of State, who can 
hardly be expected to disagree with Lord Curzon, and if both agree to divide 
Bengal, the present Parliament will not perhaps consider.it worth while even to 
take up this provincial matter for discussion. It would be mere waste of 
energy and money for no good. Although I do not agree with the narrow and 
short-sighted views of your correspondents, Babus Guruganga Choudhury 
and Chandi Kisore Kushari, who have advocated the partition of Bengal, as 
announced in the columns of the various newspapers, I am also opposed to East 
Bengal’s taking further active measures when West Bengal is almost indifferent 
and does not take the same degree of interest and come forward to make con- 
tributions to this common cause, By all these, let it not be understood that I 
mean to say that nothing should be done to protest against the impending 
partition of Bengal. I humbly suggest that only the two following courses 
should be followed :—(i) To submit two separate memorials of East and West 
Bengal to the Secretary of State through His Excellency the Viceroy, for a 
memorial from East Bengal alone will be worse than eo Hag ii) For every 
Bengali-speaking man to wear a black ribbon in the event of the final parti- 
tion of Bengal owing tothe social, intellectual and political death of Bengal, and 
to compile a history of such partition for the future generations to study. _ 

31. In continuation of his observations on the partition question in a 
previous issue (Report on Native Papers in Bengal 
of the 8rd December, para. 58), a correspondent, 
Babu Guru Ganga Aich Chaudhuri, writes in the same paper as follows:— 

I am sorry to see that you, Mr. Editor, have characterised Lord Curzon’s 
promise to make Dacca the capital of the new Province as insincere. I do not 


. 


understand why a man who by a stroke of his pen can blow away the heads of 


the 30 crores of Indians should at all be under the necessity of aroma. 4 
deceit. Ican undertake to prove the worthlessness of all arguments whic 


The proposed partition of 
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rt of the contention that His Excellency’s assurance 
arguments ought never to be used against His 


in the expenses of the administration. [ 


do not deny that the expenditure will somewhat increase. But it is a great 


mistake to suppose that to meet 


such increased expenditure Government 


will impose taxes on the people of East Bengal or do away with the Perma- 
nent Settlement. I admit that through the carelessness of the Legislative 


Council and individual officials, 


violation of the Permanent Settlement in 


some cases and of certain pledges of Government has taken place, but this was 


not due to an 
Government, 


Council would not exceed 20 lakhs. 


increase of public expenditure or to any sinister design of 
he expenditure for a new Lieutenant-Governor and _ his 


But the income of Government from 


land revenue alone from the Dacca, Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions 1s 
Rs. 1,28,11,983. Add to this the large amount of revenue obtained from 
miscellaneous sources. It is a misfortune that interested agitators, who prefer 
raising a Joud cry to carefully weighing the facts, are styled leaders of the 
people. The method adopted by these persons is somehow to bring together 


a few hundred men, and pass resolutions which, though not accepted b 
are trumpeted forth as the opinion of many thousands of people. 


them, 
hus are 


the agitators prospering, and if anyboly like myself takes a different view, 


he is set down as foolish or short-s 
32, The Sanjivani { Calcutta | 


The partition question. 


‘The day 
nearer. Thousands of Bengalis are lulling them- 


ighted. 
of the 22nd December has the following :— 
of danger for Bengalis is drawing 


selves into security with the idea that the furious protests against the 
partition proposal which they have already made are sure to carry weight with 
the Government. If it is authoritatively declared now that Government really 
mean to partition Bengal after all this agitation, the whole country would 


be roused almost to a state of frenzy. 


yhe Hon’ble Babu A. C. Mozumdar 


recently interpellated Government in the Legislative Council to get at its 
real intentions on this point, but Government did not think it expedient to 


give any satisfactory reply. If 


Government had openly stated that it had 


definitely resolved upon the partition of Bengal, a conflagration would have 


been caused over the whole provin 


ce. 


At any rate it is not certainly desirable that an important question like 
this one which affects the future progress of the Bengali race, nay their very 
existence as a nation, should be settled in secrecy. A recent paragraph in the 
Englishman newspaper gives us to understand that the final decision of the Gov- 
ernment of India on this subject will be come to before the Government breaks 


up for its annual migration to Simla. 
not make this announcement without being sure of its facts. 


We can take it that the Englishman did 
We might get 


up one fine morning only to be told that.the partition of our country was 
an accomplished fact. What a terrible pang to our feelings that news would 
give, But the feeling of such pangs is of no avail. 

Many ure under the impression that the partition of Bengal cannot be 


finally carried out without the 


help of a legislative enactment. But Lord 


Curzon in his speech at the meeting of the Supreme Legislative Council 


on the 16th December last declared that duri 


ng the forthcoming session, the 


legislative programme would ‘‘be a mild and almost a holiday” one. This 


are remaining 


_ affords a distinct indication that His Excellency has decided to partition Bengal 
without resorting to any legislation for the purpose. The 
uiet in the hope that - 


people of Bengal 
Curzon will not divide them isto 


two sections, ‘They will soon have to pay the penalty of this overconfidence 


and absence of effort on their 


part. If the Bengalis wish to preserve their 


national existence, let them at once send a delegate to England. The Bengalis 


can expect no succour this time, except from the mercy 0 


and of their Sovereign. 


the English people 


33. ‘The Medint Bandhav | Midnapore) of the 21st December approves of 


Proposed establishment of agri- 
cultural banks in Midnapore. 


able officer as Mr. Gourlay, Und 


the pro 
in the 


district, and is glad that such an experienced and 


ed establishment of agricultural banks 
laram khas mahal in the Midnapore 


er-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
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has been entrusted-with the work. He will begin work on the 27th D 
and will be assisted by Babu Jamini Mohun Mite Deputy Collector, omger 
of the khas mahal, By appvinting Mr. Gourlay Government has placed the 
right man in the right place, and itis to be @xpected that success will attend 
his exertions. a Pe Jott [Ch 

rer e Jyott ittagong| of the 22nd 
ovltienes Foret Degtawh December draws the attention ‘ His Honour the 

Lieutenant-Governor to the following facts:— 

(1) Babu Gopal Chandra Bhaumik, the Forest Inspector, removed two 
trees from the Ichhamati Ghat without paying the Forest dues. 
The Forester, Babu Kamini Mohun Majumdar, reported the 
mattgr to the higher authorities. Gopal Babu has carried home 
much valuable timber in boats. 

(2) Gopal Babu accepted Rs. 150 as bribe from Umes Sen, brother of 
Bagala Sen, of Feni, and Mr. Heinig directed Gopal Babu 
himself to enquire into the charge. © 

(3) In the defamation case brought against the Editor by Gopal Babu 
the Court remarked in the judgment, “ Gopal Bhaumik’s conduct 
is open to great suspicion.” 


If these charges are not enquired into and if no action is taken in the 
matter, will not the public draw the inference that in the forest Department 
those who accept bribes, as also those who secure appointments by moans of 
bribes, go scot-free ? | 

The following additional facts deserve to be enquired into :— 


(1) Babu Kali Kumar Sen, a Ranger, has been permitted to remain at 
Chandraghena, the best station in Chittagong, for 12 years, 
although a circular was issued by Mr. Heinig, the Deputy 
Conservator of Forests, that a Forester or Guard shall remain 
two years at a reserve station and three years at a revenue 
station. : 

(2} A false case was brought against a clerk of the Forest office in 
1903 by one Joges Chandra Chaudhury. The Court in delli- 
vering judgment mentioned the large amount of perjury and 
forgery which characterised the prosecution and invited the 
attention of the -Deputy Conservator of Forests to the matter, 
recommending a sifting enquiry, But Mr. Heinig did nothing 
and rewarded Joges Chandra by placing him at Matamuhuri, a 
very good station. Will His Hokea: permit such conduct ou the 
part of Mr. Heinig to go without notice ? 


35. The Sanjwans Cane of the 22nd Dacember writes :— 
ieaatel ak vertain articles were ae gga ah hy poe 
Soe eee einen he Ray, referring to the acceptance of rashad and dalts by 
sbahi Division. er ie Marindin, the. Fe omslielans of the Rajshahi 
Division. We knew long ago that. the publication 
of these articles had borne fruit, and we knew also the particular action which 
Government had taken in that connection. These, however, are secrets which 
it is not necessary to refer to. oe 
That we recur to this question, is because our attention has been drawn 
to a circular letter addressed to the zamindars of the Division by Mr. Marindin 
himself and published in a recent issue of the Statesman. An attempt 18 made 
in this letter to transfer responsibility for accepting dais without paying for 
them from Mr. Marindin’s own shoulder to that of the zamindars concerned. | 
It is certainly surprising to be told that rashad and dalis are voluntarily 
presented by the zamindars, Is Mr. Marindin not aware that under instruc- 
tions from the local Magistrates, the zamindars send presents far beyond their 
means? However that may be, we are indeed glad to be assured that this 
rnicious custom is to cease and that henceforth the zamindars of the 
tajshahi Division are to be saved from future harassment from this cause. 
The Lieutenant-Governor deserves special thauks in this connection. For ws 
are quite sure that it is His Honour who is really the prompter of this letter o 
Mr. Marindin’s. ; 


JYOTI, 
Dec, 22nd, 1904. 


SANJIVANI, 
Dec. 22nd, 1904. 


Dec. 28rd, 1904. 
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Himavadl, §”* 86. The Hitavadt amen’ 9 the 23rd December writes :— 
tee e announced in a previous issue that asa 
Mr. Sanderson of the Rangoon regylt of the agitation againet bim which has 
Cee yee been carried on in the columns of this paper, Mr. 
Sanderson has been removed from his post of Superintendent of the Government 
Press at Rangoon. Although the report embodying the results of the inquiry 
by Messrs, Cogswell and Hydari have not been made public, Government deserve 
our best thanks for having taken action on it. It would be well if his 
Rangoon experience, as well asa six months’ holiday in England, proves sufficient 
to produce a change in Mr. Sanderson’s mental disposition, otherwise the 
authorities will have to consider whether he should again be placed in any 
responsible charge. Mr. Sanderson’s head was evidently turned by his 
elevation to a high office. Not to speak of the ill-treatment of his subordinate 
clerks, he writes disrespectfully even of the very beads of Government. For 
instance, he wrote on one occasion :-— | 
‘The administration of a semi-commercial office like the Government 
Press cannot be let into the hands of those at the Government House at 
Maymyo or at the Viceregal Lodge at Simla.” | 
Does not such utterance in an official of the position of a Press Superin 
tendent indicate any amount.of impudence? Allis well, however, that ends 
well. We are glad at the fate which has overtaken Mr. Sanderson for his 
- misdeeds. We trust Government will yet consider the question of fully 
punishing him. And there is another thing to which we wishto draw the 
attention of the authorities. It is the necessity of doing justice to those petty 
subordinate employés of the Press, who for no fault of theirs, or at least on 
insufficient grounds, were either degraded or dismissed from service during 
Mr. Sanderson’s régime. Of whatever sins Lord Qurzon may be guilty, of 
whatever partiality in connection with the appointment of Kuropeans to the 
public service he may be accused, we are bound to admit that His Excellency 
has by one or two acts of his given prvof of areal sympathy for the hard lot 
of the clerks in Government employ. We appeal to him, therefore, to do 
justice in the present case. 
Buarat Mitra, 37, The Bharat Mitra | Calcutta) of the 24th December is sorry that the 
Dine. DAUR, SONS. number of grog-shops in Calcutta is daily increasing. 
Recently a grog-shop has been opened near the 
Calcutta High Court, and others are proposed to be opened on the Harrison 
Road in Barabazar area for the benefit of its residents. 

38. The same paper is glad to find that the Governor-General in Council 
is alive to the fact that the Income-tax Department 
has, in its overzeal to prevent loss of revenue 
caused by the raising of the taxable minimum, included in the assessment 
list a number of persons who should otherwise have been exempted, and: hopes 
that Government will do the needful in this matter, 

39. Referring to the Russian scare and the Standard newspaper’s sugges- 
tion for increasing the fighting strength of the 
Indian army, the same paper says that the cause 
of the present uneasiness is to be sought in Lord Curzon’s Missions. It will be 
no if Lord Curzon in order to construct his ‘‘ iron wall” breaks the neck of India 
by increasing the Indian army, A member of the British Cabinet however 
has suggested that the expenditure which will be incidental to such an 
increase should be shared by the colonies. This paper goes on to say that 
if Eugland treats the Indians impartially, and considers India as an integral 

art of the British Empire, she need not fear Russia or any foreign invasion or 
urther increase the fighting strength of the empire. 


Increase of grog-shops in Calcutta. 
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The Income-tax Circular. 
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The inorease of the Indian army. 


* HINDI BaNcavast, 10. Referring to the titles of honour tely conferred on the officers 


Dec. 26th, 1904 : ie nat 
who accompani indi 
i ok le a ae panied the Tibet Mission, the # 


Fhe ih onl Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 26th December says 

— ee that Lord on Paine the life and soul of this 
Mission, should have been the first to receive a title of honour. 

41. The same paper notices the memorial submitted by the Vatsya 

: aay Sabha to the Government of India praying 

— eh oe 8 ee in the case 

of ordinary letters so that letters weighing 


HIND! BaNGaVasl. 


three-fourths instead of half a tola may be sent for half an anna, 
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‘ 


(2) that only half a pice may be charged for daily issues of newspapers 
weighing two tolas and under, and (3) that parcels weighing 10 tolas and under 
may be charged one anna instead of two annas, and recommends it to the 
favourable consideration of Government. 


A memorial for reduction of 


postage. 


Complaints against Maulvi 
Wazuddin Ahammad, Settlement 


42. The Hitavaria |Calcutta] of the 25th 
December also supports the above memorial. 


43. A correspondent makes the following complaints in the Daily 


Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 27th December against 
Maulvi Wazuddin Ahammad, Settlement Officer of 


Officer, Jalpaiguri. J alpaiguri — 


(1) According to the practice followed in previous years, the Settlement 
Officer appointed several persons as amins from. among the 
applicants and ‘sent their parwanas by post on the 4th. November 

last asking them to join on the 7th. As it was plainly impossible 

for most of them to join on the 7th November, the Settlement 
Officer gave the appointments to persons who were his own kith 

and kin. These men were serving as chainmen on Rs. 8 per 
month, but have now been appointed on Rs. 20-and Rs. 30 per 
monta. Ibrahim Khondkar, Kapil Khan; Mafijaddin and some 
others, who were all chainmen, have been appointed amins. 
Those who failed to- get the appointments were all Hindus and 

_- passed the Survey examinations... 

(2) The Settlement Officer did not appoint one Babu Gopal Chandra 


Pal as 2nd draftsman, a very. competent man and recommended © 


by the Deputy Commissioner himself, on the ground that he did 
not know English well. But when the post again fell vacant one 
Hafizuddin, who was innocent of all knowledge of English, was 
asked to wire his application for it and the claims of Gopal Babu 
were again overlooked. What. can be a greater regret than the 
fact that although both Hafizuddin and Gopal Babu belonged to 
the same village, one was privately informed of the appointment 

and his application by telegraph was accepted and the other was 
given no information ? 

(3) Last year the Maulvi appointed one Mafizuddin, a relative of his, as 
amin peshkar in the Mainaguri Tahbsil Office, setting aside the 
claims of many competent candidates. 

(4) The Settlement Officer appointed an incompetent.man as head-clerk 
of the Settlement Office on Rs. 60 who had been officiating ou 
Rs. 20 per month. But an appeal was preferred against this 
injustice by the other candidates. to the Deputy Commissioner, 
who set aside the Settlement Officer's orders and appointed the 
2nd clerk of his office to the post.. The Settlement. Officer then 
vented his spleen. by requiring the newly appointed head.clerk to 
— security for Rs. 500, although no security was before 
taken. 

(5) The Settlement Officer invariably deputes Muhammadan amins to 
jote lands where there are some prospects of gain, and Hindu 
amtns to tea lands where there are no such-prospects. 

(6) During the last season an amin was dismissed by. the Deputy 
Commissioner on the report of Kamal Krista Babu, Deputy 
Collector, but this man has been reappointed by the Settlement 

| Officer in violation of the Deputy Commissioner’s orders. 

(7) The Settlement Officer has entertained one computer on Res. 50 per 
‘month for a year, although there is no need for his services. ‘The 
reason for this is that this man is indispensably necessary for the 
theatre party which has been formed at Jalpaiguri, of which the 
Settlement Officer is a patron, 

(8) The medicines supplied at Government expense for the surveyors and 
amins who are deputed to the Bhutan Duar are appropriated by 
the clerks of the Settlement Office for their own use. 


Will Government take notice of the fact that the Maulvi has been at 
Jalpaiguri for the last 25 or 26 years? It is to be hoped that an enquiry will 
be made into these allegations. 3 


HITAvarta 
Dec. 25th, 1904. 


DalLyHiTa7apr, 
Dec. 27th, 1904, 
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| III.—Leais.ation. | 
che be hope 44, Referring to the answers given on behalf of Government to some 
Basa Pateika, recent interpellations in the Legislative Coungjl 


Deo. 2ist, 1904. Official replies to inter ellations pv the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mozumd ar 
enti ap oeaiuias eanebinig the Bhawal estate in Dacca, the Sri 9; 
Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 21st December 
remarks :— 

It is impossible to get satisfactory answer by means of interpellations in 
cases where the Government itself is in the position of defendant, complainant, 
witness or judge. In this particular case, the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan 
Mozumdar interpellated Government regarding the illegality of the acts alleged 
to have been committed by the Collector of Dacca. The reply comes from the 
same Collector only through the lips of the Hon’ble Mr. Earle. The value of 
such replies is no greater than that of testimony borne by an accused person on 
hisown behalf. The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mozumdar further asked that 
the papers relating to this case might be laid on the Council table. Govern- 
ment refused to do so, declaring that it was unnecessary. The truth is, that our 
purdanishin Government is unwilling to make things public even where there 
are no special reasons for secrecy. ‘I'he fact is, it 1s only in the regions behind 
the purdah that beauty fully exhibits her charms, Why then do the English 
blame our purdah system ? : 

Hitava1, 45. Commenting on the nature of the replies given on behalf of Govern- 
ubeetenin ment to the numerous interpellations by the 
P Pe sapaly og i 2 oe ee unofficial members at the recent meeting of the 
iii ? | Bengal Legislative Council, the Hitavad: ( Calcutta} 

of the 23rd December writes: — < 

Generally the manner of the replies cannot be said to have been satis- 
factory from the public standpoint. To come to particular cases, we cannot 

rotess ourselves satisfied with the replies to the questions regarding the 

hawal estate put by the Hon’ble Babu A.C. Mozumdar. Then, again, the 
interpellations regarding the partition question have been evaded on the 

alleged ground that the subject is under consideration by the Indian Govern- 

ment, Itis only in the case of the questions regarding the partition of 
Mymensingh thet Government has agreed to vouchsafe some little amount of 

information. It thus appears that wherever the Government side of the case 

was weak, an attempt was made to evade the questions by some means or other, 

or to deny the gravity of the points at issue. We did not expect such conduct 

from a Government of which Sir A. Fraser is the head. If the sittings of 

} 4 the Council had been more frequent, cases of oppression and complaint might 
— have been brought to the notice of Government with reasonable promptitude. 
: In that case, some good was sure to have been done by these” interpellations, 
whether the replies of Government to such interpellations was satisfactory 
or not. As itis, however, the Council rarely meets more than twice a year. 
If, in addition, the authorities take up such an unsatisfactory attitude in the 
matter of giving replies, what hope is there of wrongs being redressed? We 
my trust Sir A. Fraser will arrange to hold weekly sittings of the Council so as to 
ee furnish the unofficial members with every facility for bringing complaints to the 
|e. notice of Government. Our general advice to Sir A. Fraser, on this question 
Bi) is that he should make some departure from his present practice of making 
a a secret of everything and thereby earn the gratitude of the public. 


V.—PRosPEeCcts OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


Buapwax SaNsivant, 46. Acorrespondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 20th 
Deo. 20th, 1904. ; December reports that the prospects of the paddy 

’ aoreh, Prospects in the Bardwan crop in thana Satgachia of the Burdwan district 
: are not encouraging. Want of rain during the 

month of Kartik has done great damage to the crop, and the outturn expected 

is not more than 8 to 10 annas. The river Banka is of great use to the cultiva- 

tors for purposes of irrigation. But the water of the river near Burdwan 18 

utilised by the Railway Company to meet the requirements of the local station, 

if and therefore villages further Fad the river do not get sufficient water. 
it Government should see that the cultivators in the Satgachia thana are not 
7. prevented by the Railway Company from making use of the river water. 
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VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


47. In an article headed “In light or in darkness?” the Datly Biiavadi Datty Hitavant, 


[Calcutta] of the 16th December writes:— 
, If a people who have nothing to be proud of 
in the past, nothing which they can call their 
own in the present or very little, or no prospect in the future, receives 
a single benefit from anybody even at the sacrifice of their interests in 
different directions, they can still console themselves with the reflection 
that they have been gainers so far at least as that one benefit is concerned. 
But who would feel grateful to the man who robs a people of their 
wealth but does not make a return of even a thousandth part of their 
just dues, who tells them that their vaunted pat is only a myth, and who 
crushes their spirit, energy, intelligence and power and takes away their 
cherished privileges ? eee 
It is now the fashion with Englishmen generally to charge the Indians 
with ingratitude because the latter do not a, pear to be content with all the 
great blessings which England has conferred upon India. We do not deny 
that Mngland has made great exertions for the spread of civilization, knowledge 
and commerce in this country. But it would be interesting to enquire about 
the manner in which and the object for which she has made these exertions. 
It is true England has spread learning in India. But was there no system 
of instruction in India before the advent of the English? We freely admit 
that instruction was not prevalent among all classes of the people. But can 
any European savané prove that the same kind of instruction is suitable for 
all classes? A little reflection will show that the boy who isto be a teacher 
ought to have education very different from what one who will till the land 
ought to have. The arrangement in India which made the son of a peasant a 
easant, the son of a blacksmith a blacksmith, and the son of a Brahman a 
rahman was the product of many centuries of civilization. But now. England, 
whose civilization does not go back beyond two centuries and-a-half, presumes 
to reconstruct Indian society upon a uniform system which suits her own 
interest, for without such a system could the British Government command a 
supply of honest and indastrious native officers at an insignificant cost? The 
education that the English are now giving to the Jndiansis nothing but an 
education for turning out clerks. Had it not been so, how is it that within 
the space of over a century during which English education has been given 
to the Indians, only one Jagadis Basu or Mahendra Sarkar should have come 
into existence? With whom does the fault lie, with the country or the 
teachers? Anyone who has studied in England only for a year knows what 
a vast difference there is between the British and the Indian systems of educa- 
tion. This difference is not accidental but intentional. ‘Your old learning 
must disappear, but we donot propose to give you our learning unalloyed.” 
This is the keynote of the difference. 
Next comes the question ofthe spread of civilization, It is not desirable 
to compare the civilizations of England and India, for, what are civilized 
manners in England are not looked upon as such in our country, while our own 
civilization is regarded as barbarism by Englishmen. But as regards scientific 
discoveries they are-rightly taken as civilizing factors, Every people on earth 
have the same right to enjoy the fruits of those discoveries. ‘The railway, the 
telegraph, the printing press, electric light, steam-ships, which are the stupendous 
results of those discoveries, are not the monopoly of any one nation. When- 
' ever any new discovery is made anywhere, it is at once adopted by all 
oe peoples. So much for the claim that England has sprea civilzation 
in India. 
True, Englishmen have introduced the railway in India. But if they 
did not, would the Indians have remained without railway trains? Who 
introduced the railway into Italy, Spain, Brazil, Turkey, Japan and China? 
What country in the world possessed what India did not possess before the 
English came? What country possessed the telegraph, the postal system and 
electric light a hundred years ago? But at the present time we do not possess 
many things which other countries have. In no civilized country in the 
world except India, which is under English rule, does the degree of punish- 
ment inflicted on an offender vary according to his colour. In no other 


India’s indebtedness to Eng- 
land. 
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try is the mother-tongue of its people treated with contempt, or aré the 
deprived of arms for self-defence, ‘his is true civilization indeed ! 
It would be well not to say anything about the spread of British commerce 
in India, for the manner in which itis being spread and fostered must ruin 
the country at no distant date. England has promoted her commerce by 
destroying the arts and industries of India. Lakhs of carpenters, weavers, 
blacksmiths and potters have been dispossessed of their hereditary professions 
and are now earning their livelihood by working as coolies in jute factories, 
and the rich weavers of Manchester are fattening at the expense of the 
Indian weavers by exporting cloths, worth crores of rupees, made of Indian 
cotton. What a contrast, what a nice method of improving commerce! And 
the Indians must be called ungrateful because they do not applaud this 
commercial eS es 
TriPORA 48. The Tripura ae (Comilla] of the 20th December has the 
age | ollowing :— 
or The life of the tea-garden cooly is not, after 
all, so miserable as is generally believed. It is the fault of the coolies them- 
selves that they are rnined. These people are very miserable in their original 
: native homes, where they can scarcely manage to keep body and soul together. 
The much-abused arkati or cooly recruiter brings them, sometimes no doubt by 
unfair means, to Assam, where, though they have to work very hard, they get 
full meals every day, for which a small part of their pay is deducted. The 
coolies are very extravagant in spending their incomes. They are quite 
unaccustomed to lay by anything. As soon as they get money they spend it 
either in buying wine or any other thing which even a well-to-do man would 
not buy. They are intemperate in their habits and are no better than brutes. 
In disease they do not take medicine and neglect all hygienic rules. The 
coolies, especially the females, have an inveterate habit of eating earth, which 
aggravates their disease. The idea of self help is quite foreign to them, They 
depend entirely upon their saheb for all their needs. In the Barajuli garden 
hospital there are beds only for the surgical_patients, other patients are treated 
in their huts. All other arrangements in this garden, which was visited by 
Lord Curzon, are excellent, except those for the treatment of cooly patients. 
The question is, can nothing be done to ameliorate the miserable condition 
of the coolies? Without education no improvement can be hoped for. Much 
improvement would be effected if the managers of the tea-gardens made 
arrangements for some sort of education among the coolies. Itis deeply to 
be regretted that Christian missionaries, who take so much care for the wretched 
and the ignorant, should do nothing for these men. Is not such indifference 
on their part discreditable to them ? 
Souray, 49. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 23rd December draws attention to the 
a ad. SNS, SE i soe ae doings of one Din Mahomed Ganguly. It appears 
; @ ——— that this man poses as a speaker on religious topics 
le and in that capacity visits different parts of the mufassal. His preachings are 
directed against the practice of the slaughter of cows as sacrifice by Musalmans. 
He holds lurge meetings at the centres he visits, and takes care to select big 
local Hindu zamindars as chairmen on these occasions, His object in doing 
so 18 to enlist the influential support of these zamindars for his cause. Now, 
Hindu zamindars have never yet interfered in the least with the observance of 
this practice of cow-killing by their Musalman tenants. But with this traitorous 
ie Musalman /fukir to instigate them now, there is a likelihood of their making 
ait attempts at interference henceforth. Already it is reported tbat Raja Janaki — 
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Bullabh Sen of Dimla in Rangpur, acting under the influence of this man, has 
managed to convey to his Musalman tenants his sentiments against cow-killing. 
Such interference is only likely tu increase in strictness with the lapse of time. 
The Musalman community will deeply resent any interference with this custom 
of theirs. Soto prevent apprehensions of breaches of the public peace, it is 
desirable that the Government should keep a sharp eye on the preachings of 
this lin Mahomed Ganguly. 


Buakar Mirra, 60. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 24th December has the 
Deo, 2ith, 1904. fallowing | 


: The Kaisari paper advises the leadérs of the 
National Congress to fix a separate day for considering the manner in which 


the Congress should be remodelled. The advice is quite reasonable. 


The National Congress. 
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Opinion is at present divided regarding the utility of the National Congress, 
one party holding very pessimistic views, Sir W. Wedderburn asks these not 
to despair, because the persons complained against are themselves the judges. 
Under the circumstances it is not possible for them to listen to all that is said. 
In order to gain success, agitation in England is recommended. 7 

51, The Aitavarta (Calcutta) of the yee December asked his educated 

re countrymen to explain the aims and objects of ¢ 

The National Cungress. National “jinteny to those who have ce had ee 
benefit of education and to disabuse their own minds of the idea that the 
National Congress is in any way opposed to the established Government. | 

The same paper exhorts the Rajas and Maharajas to join the Congress if 
they are really well-wishers cf their country. ‘They should wipe out from 
their minds the idea that by joining that body they would run the risk of losing 
their States and of being sent away to live the life of a religious recluse in the 

forest. 
52. The same paper complains that the people of Bihar evince no 

- interest in the National Congress, as is shown by 
Ps Beharis’ apathy towards the the fact that they have not thought it worth their 

pgress. . ; 
while to even elect delegates for it. 

53. In noticing Sir William Wedderburn’s letter to India, the same paper 
observes that the Home Government does not listen 
to the appeals of the Congress in the way it does to 


Indian affairs. 


those of England’s other dependencies, because the officials of India generally 


. misrepresent the case of the Indians. The National Congress, therefore, 
ought at first to enlist the sympathy of the British public. 

In comparing the standard of loyalty of the English people with that of the 
Indians, the paper cbserves that the British public are generally devoid of the 
feeling of loyalty to their Sovereign. They make that feeling subservient to 
their own interest, and do not hesitate to goto the length of taking his life if he 
in any way tries to deprive them of the control over State affairs. The history 
of England is full of such instances. 

How can an official coming from a nation with a standard of loyalty as 
above described appreciate the loyalty of Indians who consider their king as 
next to God ? 7 

54. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 18th December, in noticing the 
departure of Lord Ampthill, remarks that although 
during his short rule of eight months he did 
. nothing remurkable, yet everyone had some 
breathing time, and for this the people felt sorry to bid him farewell. Now 


they have Lord Curzon back again, with bis missions, commissions and the 
banner of reform. 


55. The Bharai Mitra [Calcutta] of the 24th December is at a loss to see 
Tord Ampthill es officiating WEY the Anglo-Indians should be so pleased with 
— "8 the seven months’ rule of Lord Ampthill as Viceroy 
of India. The Indians are pleased with his rule 

because during his tenure of office he did no mischief to the Indians. 


06. Referring to the Bengali Defence Association sory & nome 8 

De ss Bankipore by the Bengalis there, the Httavarta 

Tig Una Spanvene ennetatien Calcutta) of the 25th December is sorry that at a 
time when the pu of this country ‘are crying for unity Bankipore should 
become a hot-bed of animosity between the Bengalis and the Biharis ; but hopes 
that the Bengalis, instead of sowing the seed of disunion by such associations, 


would do well t» devise measures for bringing about more friendly relations 
with the Biharis. 


Departure of Lord Ampthill and 
arrival of Lurd Curzon. 


Uriya Papers. 


£7. The Samvad Vahika [ Balasore] of the 8th December, as also its contem- 
porary of the Uriya and Navasamvad | Balasore] of 
the 7th December, states that cholera has appeared 
in the Nayabazar and Manikkham quarters of the Balasore town and that out 
of five persons attacked, three died. 


Cholera in Balasore town 
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58. The same paper states that the sky was cloudy for some days in the 
last week and that there was drizzling rain which 
scares might prove helpful to the rabé crop, - The 
Utkaidipika (Cuttack ] of the 10th December makes a similar statement, : 
€9, The Puri correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore] of 
the 7th December approves of the labours of Mr. 
Blackwood, the popular Magistrate of that district, 
in contiection with the foundation of an asylum for the lepers at Puri, . 
60. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th December states that the 
Health of Cuttack town. general health of the Cuttack town is good. 
61. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 10th December states that a branch 
of the Utkal Union Conference was established at 
Pr — the Utkal Union the Talcher gurh*on the 2nd of December. Tho 
Raja of Talcher was present in the first meeting, 
which was attended by a large number of Padhans, Behera Padhans, 
Garanayaks, Dalabeheras, traders and other gentlemen belonging to the 
State. Samanta Krishnachandra Mandhata was elected as the President 
of the Association. The Raja opened the meeting with an excellent 
speech that was appreciated by all the members present. The address 
of the President was no less brilliant? The speeches were mainly directed 
towards the development of the resvurces of the State by the introduction 
of improved methods of agriculture ani by the resuscitation of the 
indigenous arts. Great stress was laid upon the spirit of union and patriotism 
without which no great revival was possible. It was further resolved that, 
following the example of the Utkal Union Conference, aJl religious and poli- 
cal discussions would be entirely eliminated from the proceedings of the 
Association. It was given out that it was in contemplation to establish branch 
Committees in Bajrakoti, Baraganduri, Gopalprasad, Derang, Khemai and 
other parts of the ‘l'alcher State. Books and papers issued by the Utkal 
Union Conference were extensively circulated. 
62. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th December states that a 


: meeting of the Orissa Association was held at 
Election of the Congress dele- Quttack on the 9th instant to elect delegates who 
saat shall represent Orissa in the Indian National 
Congress that is to sit at ~~ - on the 26th of December and the following 
days under the presidency of Sir Henry Cotton. Babus Janakinath Bose, 
Ramsankar Roy, Padan Sahu, Harimohan Rai Chaudhury, Haris Chandra 
Ghosh, Gopimohan Rai, Dooli Chand Sukal, Jogesh Chandra Ghosh, Priya- 
nath Chatterjee, Banbehari Palit and Mr. 8S. C. Roy were elected as such 
delegates. ‘The writer thinks that the presence of Sir William Wedderburn 
and Mr. Samuel Smith in the Congress will infuse new life into the proceedings 
of that great national assembly. | 
63. Referring to the [ndustrial and Agricultural Exhibition at Angul, 
A ae Pee the same paper hopes that this Exhibition has 
. proved more successful than its predecessor, though 
the members of its manaying body were a little disappointed not to find His 


Hononr the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, who was expected to be present 
in their midst, 


64, The Jajpur eneronpentans of the same paper states thatthe annual 
icici aan ; prize distribution meeting in connection with the 
Highs Enalish Sehook — | ajpur Higher English School was held on the 


24th ultimo under the presidency of Mr. Fischer, 
the Collector of Cuttack, The meeting was graced by the presence of Mrs. 


Fischer, who gave away prizes to the deserving students of the institution. 
Seeing that the school authorities were raising funds for the construction of @ 
boarding-house in connection with the school, Mr? Fischer expressed sympathy 


with the movement and hoped that the zamindars and well-to-do classes of the 
subdivision would come forward to help the undertaking. 


65. Almost all the pone panes of Orissa for the week under report are 

_ full of the accounts of the opening ceremony of 

State Light Haway, "i «the Mayurbhanj State Light Railway. The 
Utkaldipika publishes the report read by the 

nd the reply given by His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Oo was invited to preside over it, in English i 


The new leper asylum in Puri. 


Maharaja of Mayurbhanj a 
Governor of . Bengal, wh 
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extenso. That paper is glad to be assured by the Maharaja that though the 
main object of constructing the feeder line is to afford facilities for the 
development of the resources of the Mayurbhanj State, it may prove a 
paying concern in the long run. 

Besides the Maharaja, the Superintendent of the Tributary States and the 
District Magistrate of Balasore, who were present at the junction of the Light 
Railway with the main line to receive His Honour, the members of the Raj 
family, the Rajas of Kanika and Nilgiri, Raja Baikunthnath De Bahadur 
of Balasore, Mr. M. S. Das, c.1.£., the Editors of the Calcutta Indian Mirror, 
the Cuttack Utkalatpika, and the Ganjam Prajabandhu and a few other dis. 
tinguished gentleman of Orissa were present in Baripada. No pains were 
spared on the part of the Maharaja to make the ceremony successful. The 
journey of His Honour and suite over the Light Railway was pleasant and 
comfortable, The reception of His Honour at the Nangalkata station by the 
Rev. Father Gangler, attended by his convert boys, was interesting. Though 
the arrangements made by Messrs. Kellner & Co. to attend to the comforts of 
the European and Europeanised Indian gentlemen were excellent, great con- 
fusion prevailed in the camps of the orthodox Indian gentlemen. An attempt 
made by some of the members of the managing body to turn the whots and 
chadar wallas out of the reception platform is strongly criticised and is said 
to have given great offence to the Mayurbhanj people, who are unaccuetomed 
to such foreign dealings. 

66. The Utkaldipika appreciates the remark of His Honour that the 

ayurbhanj school-house is one of the best school- 
houses that His Honour has seen in Bengal. The 
| kind condescension of Lady Fraser to lay the 
foundation stone of the Baripada Girls’ school-house and to permit the 
buildings to be called after her name is highly spoken of. ‘I'he writers are 
glad that His Honour was pleased with the salantiee of books that were 
distributed as prizes to the deserving students of the State Higher English 
School. His Honour’s visit to the Rajbati and the evening party held there, 
as also the inspection of the State Hospital, Jail, Museum, Library, Civil and 
Criminal Courts by His Honour, together with the interviews granted to the 
nobility and the gentry, are all well spoken of. 

67. Referring to the speech of Lord Ampthill, delivered in Kashmere, 
Sak aiiiee the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th December 
Fein observes that His Lordship possesses a kind and 

frank heart and is destined tv be a great man in the future. 
' + 68. Referring to the donation of Rs. 100 to the Utkaldivika by the 
, Maharaja of Mayurbhanj in memory of the open- 
ing of the Light Railway in his State, the same 
paper, after thanking the Maharaja for his gift, states that as the paper is self- 
supporting, the Manager ddes not stand in need of such help and will therefore 
- = to learn the object to the accomplishment of which the gift is to be 

evoted. 
69. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 17th December states that the sky 
eae was a little cloudy for three days of the last week 
— and thut there appeared fog on Tuesday last, 
resulting in a little diminution of cold. . oi 

The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that the cold is diminish- 
ing day after day and observes that this is not a good sign. 


Sir Andrew and Lady Fraser at 
Mayurbhanj. 


A gift to the paper. 
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70. he Samvad Vahika [Balasore| of the 15th December states that gyyyip vanma, 


there was thick fog visible in the mornings of the 
on Peeer, last three or four days, resulting in the diminution of 
cold. The Uriya and Navesamvad [Balasore] of the 14th December makes a 
similar statement. 
71. The Utkaldi ika [Cutiack] of the 17th December states that the 
i general health of the Cuttack town is good, though 
ae of Cuttack and Jajpur fever and cough prevail here and there. 
io . he Jajpur correspondent of the same paper 
states that the health of that town is good. 
72. The Puri correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Onttent of the 17th 
“ae December states that cholera prevails in Suar Sahi 
Gee 8 ee of the Puri town. The Uriya and Navasamvad 
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| Balasore} of the 14th December states that cholera prevails in some parts of 
Balasore town and attributes it to the abnormal weather of the season. 
The Samvad: Vahika ‘Balasore}) of the 15th December records five deaths from 
cholera in Balasore town and states that this disease prevails in the interior 
of that district. . 
73 The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 17th December states that Branch 
(Committees of the Utkal Union Conference were 
The Utkal Union Couference. weir ently esiablished at Bhingarpur in Puri and 
at Jhankar in the Cuttack district. as : 

7s. The same paper states that on luesday last a public lecture on 

‘¢Hope” was deliverea by Babu Devi Prasanna 
_A Bengali lecturer at Cuttack. Ray Chaudhuri of Caleutta at a meeting of the 
Utkal Young Men’s Associaton, Cuttack. The gist of the lecture was that it 
inspired grest hope in the mind of the lecturer to see attempts being made at 
present to recover the past glory of Orissa. | 

75. ‘I'he Kautrapur correspondent of the same paper states that the 

Muhammadan_ girls’ school at Rautrapur was 
_ A Muhammadan girls’ school gjoged for a temporary period, and remarks that the 
— existence of the institution depended on _ the 
sympathy of the leading Muhimmadan and other gentlemen in Orissa. : 

76: ‘The same correspondent state. that though the paddy crop has not 

come up to the expected standard, the prospect of 
the radi appears hopeful, . 
77. The Jhankar correspondent of the same paper writes to say. that 
the village chaukidars do not seem to attend to 
The chaukidars in en Orissa their duties properly, and that it is therefore the 
— duty of the local police to look after them. 

78. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper reports that a sum of 
Rs. 500 was stolen from the house of the Raja of 
Madhupur and that the police has failed either 
to recover the stolen property or arrest the offender. 

79. The Puri correspondent of the same paper is sorry to observe that the 
dharamsala, situated on the Baradanda of the Puri 
tuwn, which so long afforded shelter to lepers and 
other helpless men and women, has been lately converted into a municipal 
market. | : ae 
~ 80. The Jagatsingpur correspondent of the same paper complains that 
the income of, and the number of students in, 
the Jagatsingpur School is gradmally decreasing 
and that the teachers are not paid regularly. The writer hopes that the Sub- 
Inspector of Schools and the Deputy Inspector of Schools concerned will 
enquire into the matter and take steps to retrieve the lost position of the school. 

51. The Nimapara correspondent of the s&me paper reports that a 
largely attended meeting was held in the newly 
built school-house in that place to bid. farewell to 
Gaurisyam Mahanti, tahsildar of Kothdesh, who was under orders of transfer | 
from Nimarpara to Nayagarh, and remarks that it was clear from the proceed- 
ings of the meeting that Gaurisyam Babu had secured the love and esteem of 
the people among whom he worked. 

82. The same paper states that a Branch Committee of the Utkal Union 

Seen ih tite Conference was established at Bilaspur, in’ pargana 

me mlonenmerene®- __ Abartaka in the Cuttack district and that about 300 

men were present at a meeting of the Committee to hear the lecture of Pandét 

Chantcandaa Misra, who had been deputed by the Conference to explaia its 
objects to the audience. | | 

83. The Cuttack correspondent of the same paper observes that theshrine - 

et siete hice of the god Dhabaleswar in the suburb of Cuttack, 
Pe wt anne onPugrime fo 8 though belonging to the Raja of Athgarh, is 
_ visited by a large number of votaries, who go there 

from different parts of Orissa. It is therefore a matter of sincere regret that 
the Deulharan (an officer in charge of the temple business), aided by the 
Athgarh police, maltreats those visitors who do not y him perquisites.in the 
shape of chanda. It is desirable that the Raja of Athgarh should at once place 
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__ @ guod and capable man at the head of the affairs of this temple. 
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84. The Jajpur cotrespondent.of the same paper states that the Branch 
ay es a re of = gehen elected Babus Brahma- 
_Hlection of Jajpur represe nanda Das an ohinimohon Mahapatra as 
sane ee ee delegates to represent the interests of that. subdivi. 
sion ip the ensuing meeting of the Utkal Union 
Conference. 

85. Referring to the proposal of breaking up the Midnapore district into 
= two halves and converting each half into a separate 
The proposed partition of -district, the same paper states that the pro- 

Midnapore. ; 
posal of Government is a good one, as Midnapore 

is too large a district for one District Collector. 
86. The same paper. states that the Commissioner of Orissa and the 
the District Magistrate of Cuttack have been 
0 aa police and the Utkal Union wrongly informed by the police that the agents of 
meena the Utkal Union Conference are collecting money 
from the people by creating false hopes in their minds that the chaukidari-tax 
and the water-rate, the two most unpopular imposts of the present day, will be 
abolished. The writer explains that politics and religious discussions have 
been thoroughly discarded from the programme of the Conference, which aims 
at the agricultural and industrial advancement of the country, with an attempt 
to introduce certain social reforms into the constitution of Uriya: society. 
It is true that the Conference has sent several agents to the interior 
of the districts to explain its objects, but it is equally true that they have 


have never meddled with local politics in any way. If any of the agents 


his exceeded his instructions and has deceived the people in any way, it is 
open te the police to prosecute him publicly before a court of law instead of 
submitting secret reports to the District Magistrate and the Commissioner, 
who might thereby be prejudiced against the Conference and who might look 
upon its movements with suspicion. | 
87. Some of the papers in Calcutta and a large number of Bengalis in 
Orissa and Cuttack having declared that the Utkal 
pir. M.S. Das and the Utkal Union Conference is nothing but the exhibition 
of one single individual, to wit, Mr. M.S. Das, 
the same paper comes to the rescue and proclaims with a firm belief and 
without any fear of contradiction that the Conference is truly a national body, 
which claims among its members all the sections of the native community 
in Orissa, who are of different persuasions, though Uriyas no doubt form the 
majority. The writer hopes that the differences between the Utkal Union 
Conference and the Calcutta Industrial and Scientific Association, that have 
made Mr. M.S. Das the subject of strong criticism and virulent attack, will 
be soon removed and an amicable settlement made between the two bodies 
of patriots, both of which are needed for the good of the country. 
85. The same paper writes an article on Mayurbhanj, a Tributary State 
di Shecheed Gases in Orissa, and depicts its condition in golden hues, 
ee ene It is said that Mayurbhanj is the most enlightened 
of all the Tributary States in Orissa. It has a ten named the Diamond Jubilee 
Hall, the like of which is not to be found even in Cuttack, the capital of Orissa. 
Great credit is therefore due to Mr. Wylly, the late Manager of the State 
who during the minority of the present Maharaja effected many improvements 
that have brought about the present satisfactory state of things and who is 
therefore gratefully remembered by the people of that State. That Mayurbhanj 
is superior to Mogalbandi is evidenced by the fact that many Uriya 
colonies from Balasore and others parts of Orissa have established themeel ves 
in that State. The Maharaja has sacrificed his personal ease and his 
personal interests for the good of his people. He has endeavoured to 
educate the men and women of his State in the best manner possible and 


his encouragement to the labouring classes in that State has been very great, His 


Highness is not behind the times and has grappled with the present problems 
of Indian trade, industry and manufacture with a vigorous mind. His 
Highness has entertained the services of highly paid and qualified officers, who 
hope to educate the masses and add to the common wealth of the State within 
a measurable period, Mr. N.C. Ghosh has already started an agricultural farm 
and is explaining to the people modes of cultivating potato, cotton, silk, 
lac and other valuable products, which will no doubt add to the resources of 
the State by increasing their es Bd es An improved type of band- 
loom is already in working order. Mr. P. N. Bose, lately retired from the 
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Indian Geological Survey, is examining the soil in Mayurbhanj and 
has succeeded in discovering valuable iron mines in Bamanghati, 
‘The porcelain finds are no less valuable. The light railway, recently 
opened in Mayurbhanj, will soon place the products of yurbhanj 
in the markets of the world and thus enrich the people of that State. May 
God bless the Maharaja and his labours! ay the other Tributary 
Chieftains of Orissa follow the example of the young Maharaja according to 
their respective means ! | 
os 89. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 15th December has ever 
, sympathy with the Muhammadan Congress that is 
p the Muhamadan Congress et going to be held at Lucknow during the ensuing 
ieee Christmas and hopes that. the exhibition proposed 
to be held in connection therewith will prove successful. 
i tak 90. The Garjulbasini [Talcher] of the 17th December states that the 
oe ee ae exhibition at ey proved a success and that it 
oe was attended by the Rajas of Hindole, Narsingpur, 
Baramba and Pallahara besides a large number of respectable gentlemen. 
——— s 91. The same paper states that a branch of the Utkal Union Conference 
was established at Sonada in Ganjam and that 
oA branch of the Utkal Union the papers issued by the Conference were received 
onference. ; ° 
with great enthusiasm. 
Gansarnastnl. 92. A special correspondent of the same paper states that Srimati Anna 
Purna Debi, the Uriya poetess of Barakhemundi 
An appeal on behalf ofa Uriya in Ganjam, is in distressed circumstances and it 
apne behoves the public to help her with money. | 
Uriya aND 93. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 14th December gives 
NavVaGaMVAD. ° 
Dec, 14th, 1904 — an outline of the scheme that the Government has 
P The proposed chaukidari re- in contemplation in connection with the adminis- 
oT tration of chaukidari-tax and chaukidari unions in 
Bengal and observes that it may restore the ancient village communities of the 
Province, though in a modified form, by the introduction of the prirciple of 
local self-government into their revised constitution. The writer thanks Sir 
Andrew * sto for His Honour’s move in the right direction. 
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oe 94. The Paridarsak [Sylhet , of the 22nd December writes :— 

— | In connection with the proposed revision of 
a apse bg Ray yliag Middle the rules relating to the Middle English schools in 
: Assam, it is intended to provide that there should 
be in each school only one teacher for every thirty, or any fraction of thirty, 
heads taught. It may be pointed out that great difficulty will be found in 
carrying out this provision in practice. For suppose a school has 50 students, 
so that under the proposed rule only two teachers will be allowed to it. But 
the school, whatever the number of students on its rolla, must be necessarily 

divided into six classes. | oe 

Now, one teacher might manage the teaching of English in the first four 
classes, but will it be possible for the single other teacher to deal with the 
whole of the remaining work of the first four classes, as well as to take entire 
charge of the last two classes? That would be an impracticable arrangement. 
It may thus be affirmed with confidence that no Middle English school, however 
small, can manage without three teachers at least, 

Another point which calls for criticism is the proposal to make the aid to 
be given from Government or Local Board funds to any school dependent on 
the amount which can be collected from local subscriptions. Now, in view 
of the difficulty of getting up local subscriptions, it is desirable that the — 
amount derivable from school-fees should be added to the amount obtained 
from strictly private subscriptions, and the amount of the Government or Local 
Board grant-in-aid should be made to bear a certain proportion to the amount 
of the whole total so obtained, rather than to the single amount got up only 
from private subscriptions. | 
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